Vocation Work and Ministry – Laidlaw College Christchurch 2016
Weekly Schedule including Set Readings
Week 1 – Feb 22: Introduction to course.

Personal Introductions What kinds of work have occupied most of your life?

Alistair – General Outline and Background to course

Chris – Course Requirements

Work in Bible Gen 1-2 Alistair

Work in the rest of the Bible Chris 

Set Reading:
 “Vocation According to the Scriptures” chapter 2 (pp. 27-44) from Heiges, Donald R. The Christian’s Calling  Philadelphia:Fortress Press, 1984.

Week 2 – Feb 29 What does the Bible say about our Christian Calling (Vocation) and Work?

Alistair 1st Session Vocation based on Heiges. Understanding the centrality of Christ in defining what we are called to be and to do. Jesus: called and caller, an examination of the call of the Father on the life of Jesus and his centrality in our calling.

2nd Session Chris Calling according to TOW Vocation Overview paper  

3rd Session Al and Chris Practical implications
Set Reading: Mackenzie, Alistair J. Faith at Work MTheol Thesis University of Otago 1997 Chapter 1 Historical Developments pp. 2-30. 

Week 3 - March 7: What does history teach us?

How have understandings of vocation, work and ministry altered and developed in Christian history? Alistair feedback from homework reading.
Chris Reflections on movement from Hebrew and Greek perspectives to Early Church then Reformers and Puritans
Chris and Al Practical implications for us now?
Set Reading: Mackenzie, Alistair J. Faith at Work MTheol Thesis  pp.31-66  Banks, Robert. ‘Work Ethic, Protestant’ from the Complete Book of Everyday Christianity pp.1129-1132.

Week 4 - March 14: The Protestant work ethic – is it as bad as they say?

Al Feedback from weekly reading

Chris How has the so-called Protestant work ethic shaped ways that work become identified with identity and status and success in our society?

Al Presentation of Faith at Work Journey and survey results. Also use R. Paul Stevens’ article “Vocational Conversion: An Imaginary Puritan –Baby Boomer Dialogue” to contrast views.
Set Reading: Mackenzie, Alistair J. Faith at Work MTheol Thesis University of Otago 1997 Chapter 2 pp. 66-91 and Chapter 4 ‘Vocation, Ministry and Mission’ pp.124-136.  Also Stevens, R. Paul Towards a Theology of Ordinary Christian Ministry (unpublished paper)
Week 5 - April 4: Vocation, Ministry and Mission

Chris – Personal Story of vocation work and ministry in the marketplace and church. Contemporary understandings - converging or diverging? 
The relationship between ministry in daily life, tentmaking, business as mission, and marketplace ministry.  
Set Reading: Mackenzie, Alistair J. Faith at Work MTheol Thesis University of Otago 1997 Chapter 5 ‘Pastoral Implications’ pp. 137 - 179. 

Week 6 - April 11: The Equipping Church – Use TOW Paper “The Equipping Church”.
Week 7 – May 2: How do you find your vocation? We will identify and critique different ways the guidance of God is understood and experienced.  

SoulPurpose I -  Learning from your story

SoulPurpose II Unravelling your personality 
Set Reading: SoulPurpose chapters 1-3
Week 8 - May 9: Vocational Guidance: a neglected ministry of the Church?
Exploring ways in which communities of faith can play a more constructive role in offering vocational guidance and support to their members at different ages and stages of life and faith. 

SoulPurpose III Your talents, skills and interests

Set Reading: SoulPurpose chapters 4 and 5 

Week 9 - May 16: Growing through the stages of life
How might approaches to the issues we have explored in this course might differ in other cultural settings?
SoulPurpose IV Unwrapping your spiritual gifts. Ages and Stages. Growing through the stages of life. Navigating through transitions. Having a creative crisis.

Set Reading: SoulPurpose chapters 6 and 7

Week 10 - May 23: Clarifying Values

SoulPurpose V Clarifying your values, passions and desires. Stages of faith.

Set Reading: SoulPurpose chapters 8-10

Week 11 - May 30: Putting it all together.
SoulPurpose VI Putting it all together. Juggling competing time demands. Charting the way ahead and staying on track.

Set Reading: SoulPurpose chapters 11-14.

Week 12 - June 6: Vocation, work and ministry – where did we get to and where have you arrived at?
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