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SYLLABUS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This is a study of the current literature on wealth and poverty, including a biblical, historical, 
sociological, missiological, and economic basis for building a Christian perspective for their role in an 
age of increasing world poverty, while also there being a potential for greater economic 
development. 
 
COURSE GOALS: 
 

1. The student will explore the issues related to world poverty with its variety of causes and 
conditions as found in differing cultural and governmental world contexts. 

2.  Analysis will be made of the impact that the Christian movement has made on the issues of 
wealth and poverty. 

3.  Biblical and historical data for interpreting the issues of wealth and poverty will be examined. 
4.  Relevant systems of economic strategies for dealing with poverty, both Christian and 

otherwise, will be reviewed. Concerns for growing in Christian stewardship (including 
compassionate caring for the least of these) will also be considered. 

5.  The student will do an in-depth research paper on a particular concern in the area of poverty 
or wealth, including possible missionary (or holistic evangelical) strategies. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

1.  The student will gain knowledge of the biblical, historical, sociological, missiological and 
economic basis for interpreting the issues of wealth and poverty. 

2. The student will learn the basic resources for researching this important set of moral 
concerns. 

3. The student will be guided to learn how to apply moral principles to moral concerns with the 
complications of having world dimensions to take into consideration. 

4. The student will gain a breadth of understanding of how to engage this world-wide moral 
concern and discern strategies for addressing the related issues. 

5. The students will sharpen their research and writing skills by writing and defending a thorough 
research paper on a specific issue related to world poverty and global wealth. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
1.  Each student will read a representative number of texts on poverty and wealth and will make 

reports each week to the class on the content of that which was selected to be read. The 
weekly reading will be planned out at the beginning of the semester, with the student being 
allowed to select those texts which will be most relevant to their research interests. Most 
weeks a written summary will be expected to be shared. 
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2. There will be a few texts which all members of the class will read and analyze together, 

because those books are some of the classic works that build a solid foundation for being well 
versed in this area of moral concern. 

3. Each member of the class will write a major research paper that deals with some specific 
aspect of world poverty and global prosperity. Concern should be shown for devising 
adequate strategies for addressing and resolving world poverty, or addressing Western and 
Christian prosperity. The length of the paper depends on the subject chosen. This project 
should be thoroughly researched and well documented, proving a suggested thesis. 
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